The Bloody Assim
Blakes, who actually made the colours, was thrust into Dor-
chester jail where she died of smallpox.   It is probable her
other sister was pardoned.   The schoolmistress and all the
children also had to surrender themselves in Court, for they
were part of the loot of the campaign, and their parents were
to be forced to pay ransom for them.   One of them, a little
chit of eight, was brought into the Great Hall of Taunton
Castle and placed before Jeffreys, who commenced raving at
the child with his accustomed brutality, commanding the
jailer to carry her to prison.    " This struck such terror into,
the poor girl that pulling her hood over her face, she fell a
weeping j  and the jailer removing her immediately out of
the Court, she died not many hours after, through fear."
The little victim had not died in vain from the point of view
of those to whom the schoolgirls had been allotted as loot
of the campaign.   There is a correspondence extant which
.shows that these children were a royal gift by the King to
the Queen and the maids of honour, and the death of one of
them, though diminishing the number of prizes, must have
done something to enhance the price of the remainder, and
enabled the Queen and her ladies to wring from their parents
a higher ransom.
The Duke of Somerset carried on the negotiations for the
Court ladies, and he wrote to Sir Francis Warre, Bart., of
Hestercombe, to have a list taken of the school children and
have them taken into custody.    Sir Francis was unwilling
to be concerned in so base an affair and told the Duke that
the schoolmistress was only a woman of mean birth, and
that the scholars who worked the banners by her orders did
so without understanding the offence they were committing.
Mr Bird, the Town Clerk of Taunton, scenting costs and
commissions, tried attorney-like to get hold of the business,
but the Duke did not care to put it in his hands.   The Duke,
however, assured Sir Francis that the Taunton maids must
really find some money, " so/' he added, " pray let them
know that if they do thus put it off from time to time, that
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